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THE SEVENTH OF JUNE. 


Little need be said of the annual general meeting, 
which passed off quietly before a miserably poor 
attendance—even smaller than usual. The Council 
election yielded no surprise; for most people 
expected that Dr. Bradley would succeed in dis- 
placing one of the retiring members. Neither did 
the discussion on the Report prove of great interest, 
with the exception of two matters which were men- 
tioned. One was the Bill now before Parliament— 
the Solicitor gave us some information regarding 
its position and prospects which, if carefully 
weighed, can hardly be called encouraging. The 
other was the vexed question of the use of the Col- 
lege Arms by members—a matter of immediate per- 
sonal import to many of our readers, who should 
therefore read the utterances of the President and 
Solicitor upon the subject, and may perhaps find a 
useful warning in the experience of one member 
which was given to the meeting. 

The annual general meeting having been so 
poorly attended, that of the International Congress 
Fund Committee which followed it could not well 
have been otherwise. Most of those attending it, in 
fact, were already members of the Committee, and 
not many new names were added. What was 
necessary for the moment was, however, done ; 
officers were appointed, and as the great bulk of the 
Committee's work will fall upon the Secretary and 
Treasurer, we are glad to know that the two offices 
are in such safe hands as those of Prof. Wooldridge 
and Mr. Garnett respectively. We shall return to 
this subject later—as every member present at the 
Committee realised, we are only at the commence- 
ment of the most formidable task, from the financial 
point of view, that the veterinary profession in this 
country has ever undertaken. 

The dinner in the evening, though not quite so 
well attended as had been expected, still showed a 
much better gathering than the annual meeting had 
done. Certainly, also, it was an enjoyable and a 
successful function. A good programme of music, 
a short toast list, a few well-chosen guests—the 
visitors including such well-known men as Sir 
Shirley Murphy and Prof. Stewart of Sydney Uni- 
versity —and an abundant spirit of good Fellowship 
combined to make the dinner the most pleasant 
event of a day which, in one respect at least, had 
been disappointing. 

For it cannot be denied that the day had afforded 
ample justification for the often-heard complaints of the 
professional apathy of our members. This year the Derby 
did not figure as a counter attraction to the Annual 
General Meeting, while the International Congress 
Fund Committee’s meeting should have been felt to be 
an additional stimulus to our veterinary esprit de corps. 
The attendance at Red Lion Square ought to have been 


QUESTIONS R# SPAVIN.* 
By W. HunrIna, F.R.C.V.S. 


I shall commence by offering a definition of spavin 
with a view merely of limiting the subject, and of show- 
ing the condition about which I am thinking when 
offering answers to the questions. I am_ not referring 
to the so-called “occult spavin” or to bony enlarge- 
ments on the postero-external aspect of the joint. My 
definition is—A bony enlargement on the lower and 
inner aspect of the hock. 


oo 1. Is spavin hereditary ? ; 
suppose nearly the whole veterinary profession 
believe that it is. Ido so myself. But I know one or 
two veterinarians who decline to adopt this view, and I 
respect their opinion because they have a large exper- 
ience of practical breeding. The question ought to be 
answerable from the experience of living men, and the 
names and history of sires should put the matter beyond 
controversy. Are there any here to-night who can 
supply personal knowledge of sires suffering from 
spavin whose offspring have developed a marked num- 
ber of this hock unsoundness ? 

When the R.C.V.S. was consulted by the Royal Com- 
mission on horses, the R.A.S. and the Hunter’s Im- 
provement Society as to what diseases should be con- 
sidered hereditary, circulars were sent to the whole 
profession and answers returned by a large proportion 
of the members. If those replies are in existence they 
probably contain the evidence I desire. 


Question 2. Does any conformation of hock predis- 
pose to the occurrence of spavin ? 

The various conformations are included in such de- 
scriptions as straight, sickle shaped, strong, weak, wide, 
narrow and tied in below. My own experience is that 
conformation is not a factor in the production of spavin. 
Some years ago I made a practice of noticing the form 
of hock in which I found spavin. The opinion I came 
to was that it might exist in any form of hock, and that 
every form of hock might be found without spavin. 


Question 8. Does it arise in the ligamentous or 
osseous structures ¢ is 

I believe spavin commences as an ostitis. In any 
post-mortem examination of a spavin bony changes are 
the most marked lesion, and usually these changes are 
most extensive. I cannot believe that any damage to 
ligaments would set up inflammation not of one bone 
but of many, and yet Sm the main articular surfaces 
(the tibia and astragalus) usually unaffected. If the 
disease commenced in the ligamentous structures we 
should expect lameness to occur suddenly and to be 
most intense during the first few days. There are such 
cases in which the symptoms of spavin are well marked. 
They occur suddenly, are accompanied by heat and 
swelling, and cause great pain and lameness. They are 
usually followed by some fibrous thickening around 
the joint, and may even cause fibrous-anchylosis, but I 
never saw one which on post-mortem disclosed any 
articular destruction or union of bones. _ 


eitetinen nal 





* Read at the meeting of the Central Veterinary Society 
on Thursday, June Ist. 





a better one than usual: we were sorry to see a worse. 
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In cab-horse disease, in ringbone, and in navicular 
disease we have conditions which are certainly the 
result of ostitis—of disease commencing in the bone and 
not in the ligaments. Reasoning from analogy, when 
we recognise in spavin lesions so closely resembling the 
changes found in the conditions J have just mentioned, 
we may conclude that the origin and progress is the 
same in all. Ostitis, like any other inflammation, may 
spread. As it extends through a bone it may reach the 
periosteum and thus cause visible exostosis. It may 
reach an articular surface, and there cartilage becomes 
affected with the usual result—destructive inflamma- 
tion. When the cartilage is destroyed bony union 
takes place between the rows of small bones. All this 
seems inconsistent with the theory that the primary 
changes are in the ligamentous structures. 

(Question 4. Is the enlargement or the lameness first 
apparent, or are they simultaneous ? 

As a rule, when a veterinary surgeon is called in he 
finds lameness and an enlargement. It does not at all 
follow that both arrived together, as the owner might 
have overlooked a slight lameness, and cannot be expec- 
ted to have recognised a slight swelling with or without 
pain and heat. 

The answer to this question affords some evidence 
bearing on the previous question. If we could say that 
lameness usually existed for a time previous to the ap- 
pearance of enlargement, that fact would suggest that 
an ostitis was in existence. If it could be shown that 
an enlargement always appeared before or at the same 
time as lameness, we might be induced to credit the 

riostitis to a ligamentous change such as we acknow- 
edge in splints. In an odd case or two, when I have 
known the horse previous to lameness appearing, there 
has been an intermittent stiffness for some days before 
the appearance of any enlargement. This stiffness or 
lameness was only apparent at starting, and was not 
suspected as being the first sign of a serious unsound- 
ness. 

I remember a case in which I diagnosed hock lame- 
ness but could discover no enlargement. The practi- 
tioner who was in attendance assured me that at the 
commencement of lameness—about a month previous— 
there was a distinct enlargement which had gradually 
subsided. The horse was fired and became sound. Was 
the enlargement osseous or only soft effusion? I know 
that in young horses spavins can develope with great 
rapidity, but I have no experience of their appearing 
and subsiding. 

Question 5. Is there any definite alteration of action 
which indicates spavin lameness ? 

The question may be put in another way—Is it possi- 
ble for an experienced practitioner to diagnose spavin 
by the way in which a baons moves his hind legs? 1 
confess I cannot diagnose spavin by merely noting the 
action, and I venture to doubt whether any other nan 
can do so. Of course, when you have put aside foot lame- 
ness and fractures of the pelvis, all the other hind leg 
lamenesses come out about 90 per cent. of spavin. So 
that if you only guess instead of diagnose you will come 
out with a heavy proportion of success in practice. But 
here we don’t want guesses, except so far as they help 
us to doubt and test. 

It is quite certain that so long as the muscles and 
tendons connectizg the stifle and hock are normal 
those two joints must work synchronously, and that any 
limitation of one must cause defect in the extension 
and flexion of the other. Hock-lameness exists, but its 
special symptoms are best recognised when we are quite 
sure that the lesion is not in the foot, the pelvis or some 
other part of the hind limb. For my part I very confidently 
deny that there is any lameness which is correctly des- 
cribed as “hock-lameness.” Perhaps I ought to qualif 


this statémént by saying that a hind-leg lameness whic 








gradually disappears on exercise may be credited to the 
hock. This continuance of lameness with its temporary 
cessation on work is, I admit, a useful guide, but what 
I deny as diagnostic is any form of action by which 
a man can say at sight—“that is due to hock 
mischief.” 

Question 6. How does spavin cause atrophy of the 
gluteal muscles ? 

This atrophy only occurs when a horse lame from 
spavin is kept at work. A horse, say in an omnibus, 

rforms a daily journey of 16 miles. He starts lame 
nut in a little time goes apparently sound. On return- 
ing to the stable he soon shows signs of pain, and rests 
the leg. If he be put in a loose box and not worked, 
the wasted gluteal muscles begin to fill up. How does 
this fact tally with the theory that atrophy results from 
disuse? When the horse did daily work gluteal 
wasting took place, when rested in a box the atrophy 
ceased to develop and in time disappeared. 

This fact puzzled me for a long time, but I think I 
have found the explanation. So long as the horse 
worked, the painful condition of the hock remained and 
in the stable was aggravated. He therefore rested the 
limb and the gluteal musles were in disuse all the time 
between journeys. In other words, during 20 out of the 
24 hours of the day disuse was marked. When work 
ceased altogether, pain in the hock abated and the 
one muscles cuales y came more into use and atrophy 
ceased. 

(Question 7. Why does the pastern become upright 
and the horse go on his toe if spavin lameness persists ¢ 
I look upon this sequel of spavin, not as due toa positive 
contraction of muscle, but as a shrinking of tendons and 
ligaments to suit the most constant position of the limb. 
The fetlock is flexed to give ease to the painful hock, 
— the ligaments adapt themselves to the acting con- 
ditions, 

(Juestion 8. What is the best treatment ? 

here may be difference of opinion as to the best 
method of treatment, but I think there can be only agree- 
ment as to the desirability of commencing treatment 
immediately any lameness is detected and located. 
Many cases of spavin show only slight lameness in the 
early stages, and what lameness there is passes off with 
exercise. Owners do not like losing the services of 
their horses and are apt to argue—“ this lameness is only 
slight, in a month or two I shall not require the 
horse so urgently, and I will then have him treated.” 
My experience leads me to believe that these are the 
cases which remain lame and which no treatment benefits. 
The time to treat spavin is at itscommencement and then 
we may hope that the ostitis will cease when all the 
bones affected are united. 

I have tried blistering, and not had much success. | 
think as a rule sufficient rest is not given when blister- 
ing is adopted. 

Firing I rely on as the best treatment. I fire in 
transverse lines, but put one puncture through the skin 
over the most prominent part of the spavin. With this 
I require three months rest. 

Setons I have used and seen used with tolerable 
success. The late Mr. Freeman, of Hull, did quite a 
special practice. He made an opening in the skin an inch 
or two below the spavin, then with a blunt seton needle 
poner upwards separated the skin over the spavin. 

nto the cavity thus formed a piece of tape soaked in 
solution of corrosive sublimate was inserted and ieft for 
24 or 48hours. Attention was given to the wound for 
some days. There was much swelling and some sup- 
yuration. The wound was kept open by passing a probe 
into it, and pressing the finvers downwards over the 
track of the seton got rid of the pus. 

Some years ago I gave an extended trial to cunwan 
tenotomy, and had many good results—about 80 per 
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cent. This is probably about the percentage of recoveries 
resulting from any treatment for spavin when sufticient 
time is given for a long rest. 

The cases which did best after cunean tenotomy were 
certainly those with a well developed bony enlargement. 

Posterior tibial neurectomy I have not found reliable 
or successful. Of the double tibial neurectomy I have 
no experience. 








ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


VOLVULUS CAUSED BY A DIVERTICULUM OF 
SMALL INTESTINE IN A Horse. 


THE 


Castagne records (fevue Vetérinaire) the case of 
a three-year-old filly, which died after colic of three 
days’ duration. The diagnosis made was that of 
strangulation of the small intestine by either in- 
vagination or volvulus; this opinion being based 
upon the course taken by the illness, the inefficacy 
of the drugs exhibited at the commencement, the 
total absence of defecation, and, finally, the 
tympanitic distension of the coils of the small 
intestine. 

The post-mortem lesions were very interesting. 
When the intestines were laid out, a coil of small 
intestine was found to be strongly constricted by a 
purple knot. The intestine and the knot which 
strangulated it were little thicker than the finger, 
while in front of the strangulation the small intes- 
tine was considerably distended by gas, and was 
also, with the mesentery supporting it, deeply con- 
gested. 

The strangulated coil measured about twenty 
inches in length. The most interesting feature of 
the case, however, lay in the constricting knot, 
which was found to be constituted by an abnormal 
appendix to the intestine. Nineteen inches from 
the ileo-cwcal valve, a canal (into which the little 
finger could glide freely) proceeded from the great 
curvature of the ileum. This canal was 4 4-5th 
inches in length, was slightly constricted at its 
middle portion, and ended in a diverticulum which 
was filled with fermenting, finely triturated, and 
hardened alimentary material. The general form of 
the diverticulum recalled that of a very large egg, 
appended to the canal by its small end. The canal 
and the diverticulum to which it led were supported 
by the serous mesenteric fold which prolongs the 
mesentery beyond the ileum, and fixes the termina- 
tion of the intestine upon the anterior aspect of the 
cecum. 

The author thinks that the organ thus abnor- 
mally appended to the terminal portion of the small 
intestine represents a diverticulum of Meckel, such 
as is found rather frequently in cattle, sheep, and 
goats, and that its terminal part had become pro- 
gressively dilated into a cul-de-sac by the gradual 
accumulation of alimentary materials within it.— 
Annales de Méd. Vét. 

(Meckel’s diverticulum is also occasionally found 
attached to the concluding portion of the human 
ileum. This is the first note I have seen of its 
occurrence in the horse.—TRANSL.) 








UTERINE FIBRO-SARCOMA AND PYOMETRA IN A CAT. 


Alexander, a clinical assistant at the Berlin 
Veterinary School, records the case of a ten-year- 
old cat, which was brought to the clinique because, 
for some weeks past, the abdomen had markedly 
increased in circumference. The cat had given 
birth to kittens three times, had then again been 
covered, but had not again conceived. Vaginal 
discharge had then been present for two years, but 
latterly had quite ceased. 

Alexander found that the animal, a grey-white 
cat, was in poor condition. The hair was rather 
rough and harsh, and the mucous membranes were 
pale. The abdomen was greatly distended, and 
uniformly convex, being only a little sunken in the 
upper part of the flank. The undulation character- 
istic of ascites could not be demonstrated, no more 
than fluctuation being evident. The abdominal 

valls were very tense; and in consequence of this 
the veins on the inferior surface of the abdomen 
were very full and prominent. Percussion yielded 
an empty sound at all parts of the abdomen. No 
alteration in the form of the abdomen or the charac- 
ter of the percussion sounds could be observed as a 
result of altering the position of the animal. 

An exploratory puncture gave exit to a thick 
muco-purulent fluid. The cat was then destroyed, 
and subjected to post-mortem examination, 

When the abdomen was opened the uterus was 
found to be enormously enlarged, tensely filled, and 
occupying the greater portion of the abdominal 
cavity. The peritoneal cavity contained no fluid, 
and the peritoneum itself was pale, smooth, and 
shining. The uterus presented itself as an enlarged 
distended sac of quite normal colour, and approxi- 
mately 7 7-10 lbs. in weight. The left horn attain- 
ed a length of 15 1-5 inches from the fundus, and a 
maximum circumference of 14 inches; it showed 
about 3 1-5 inches from the bifurcation, a constric- 
tion having a circumference of 3 2-5 inches. The 
right horn was more uniformly enlarged and attain- 
ed a length of 8 4-5 inches from the fundus, and a 
circumference of six inches. The serous membrane 
was smooth and shining, and yellowish-white in 
colour, the veins only showing marked injection. 
The external uterine orifice was firmly closed. 

When the uterus was incised, about 5 3-5 pints 
of yellowish-grey, turbid, muco-purulent liquid, 
alkaline in reaction, and having a faintly foul smell, 
escaped from it. 

The uterine mucous membrane was found to be 
yellowish-grey in colour and was somewhat red- 
dened in places, with sharply injected vessels. The 
whole of the mucous membrane, but especially that 
of the two horns, showed small wart-like nodules, 
whitish-grey in colour, and ranging from the size 
of a millet-seed to that of a pea. The mucous 
membrane of the left horn also presented a mova- 
ble tumour about the dimensions of a medium-sized 
potato—3 1-5 inches long, and 1 4-5 inches deep. 
This tumour was reddish-yellow in colour, firm in 
consistence, and rugged upon its upper surface. 
Upon section, it presented a bacon-like reddish-grey 
aspect. 
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The wall of the uterus, in consequence of the 
great dilatation, was considerably thinned through- 
out, and showed different thicknesses at different 
places, ranging from 1-17 to 1-8 inch. 

The tumour and part of the uterine wall were 
microscopically examined, as was also the fluid con- 
tained in the uterus. Cultural and inoculation ex- 
periments were also undertaken with the uterine 
fluid. Alexander gives a somewhat lengthy account 
of these laboratory investigations, which may be 
very briefly summarised. In the wall of the uterus 
the glands were found inflame.l and hypertrophied ; 
the capillaries and veins were also dilated and more 
or less filled with red blood-cells; and a small- 
celled infiltration was present around the blood 
vessels and in places in the muscular and inter- 
muscular tissue. The muscular coat and the 
‘mucous membrane both showed atrophy; the 
mucous membrane being no longer demonstrable at 
some parts. 

The tumour of the left horn proved to be a fibro- 
sarcoma. 

The uterine fluid contained pus corpuscles and 
numerous organisms—isolated streptococci, with 
many staphylococci, and thick bacillary forms. 
Inoculation to mice proved fatal, and from the blood 
of the mice, as also from the original uterine fluid, 
pure cultures of staphylococci, diplococci, and 
isolated streptococci, were obtained. Inoculation 
of the cultures into fresh mice caused illness, with 
quick recovery, in two cases, and death in two 
others. Staphylococci alone were obtained from 
the latter—Berliner Tier. Woch. 


ANEURISM OF THE SECOND LumMBAR ARTERY WITH 
THROMBOSIS OF THE PosTERIOR AORTA IN A 
Horse. 


Cadéac records (Journal de Méd. Vét. et de 
Zootechnie) the case of a horse, fifteen years old, 
which for six months had shown a swelling of the 
skin of the right lumbar region. Puncture of this 
with a fine trochar gave exit to blood only, but not 
flowing in jets. The diagnosis of a sanguineous 
cyst was arrived at. 

The horse was thrown with a view to extracting 
the cyst. The skin and a portion of the longissi- 
mus dorsi muscle were incised, and a cavity was 
then reached, which was found to be filled with 
blood clots, and to have a thick wall which was 
ossified in places. A hemorrhage then commenced, 
which could only be arrested by means of a very 
compressive dressing. Each day, when the dress- 
ing was renewed, it was found that the cavity was 
filled with blood clots which were violently expelled 
by the muscular- contractions of the animal. A 
hemorrhage was thus produced, which had no 
tendency to become arrested. 


The horse was destroyed; and _ post-mortem 


examination revealed an aneurism of the second 
lumbar artery, and a thrombosis of the posterior 
aorta which had never caused lameness during life. 
The absence of lameness can no doubt be explained 
by the fact that trotting exercise had never been 
prolonged ; the horse, moreover, had done no work 


Frigut as A CAUSE OF ABORTION. 


Guillebeau records (Journal de Méd. Vét et de 
Zootechnie) the case of a cow, an individual of a 
very irritable character, which, when arrived at the 
155th day of gestation, was violently alarmed by 
the noise of blasting operations near the cowshed. 
Afterwards—259 days after copulation—she aborted 
a mummified foetus measuring 24 inches from the 
occiput to the base of the tail, and weighing one 
kilogramme (about 2 1-5th Ibs.) The hairs had 
grown upon the muzzle, eyelids, forehead, and ears, 
upon the fore limbs from the hoofs to the knees, 
and upon the hind limbs only around the peri- 
phery of the hoofs. Hairs were also developed upon 
the tail. 

The size of the foetus responded to the age of 150 
days, the state of the coat to 210-240 days. But 
the size and the mummification clearly indicated 
that the foetus had ceased to live a long time pre- 
viously, possibly 104 days before the abortion. 
Having regard to all the circumstances, Guillebeau 
thinks that the death of the foetus was actually 
caused by the fright which the mother received, 
the perturbation of the maternal organism having 
caused arrest of the placental circulation. 

The other cows in the shed bore their calves to 
the normal term of gestation.— Annales de Med Vet. 

W. R. C. 


(This note is of some interest, for though veteri- 
nary surgeons very generally accept the view that 
fright is capable of causing animals to abort, yet I 
do not think there is very much definite evidence 
to that effect upon record.—TRANSL.) 








NILE EXPEDITION 1884-5. 
(Continued from p. 761.) 


Copy of Letter No. 42 to Chief of Staff, Korti, dated 
13th February, 1885. 


“Having received an order on the 12th instant, 
through the Director of Transport, from the General of 
Communications, directing me, as soon as I shall have 
completed my inspections here, to return to Dal, and 
remain there till further orders, I desire to refer the 
question for your consideration. As Head of the Veteri- 
nary Department, Nile Expeditionary Force, should I 
not receive instructions from your office as to my move- 
ments? Having been orde by the General Officer 
Commanding Lines of Communication, to proceed by 
boat to Korti, and to leave my establishment at Dongola, 
I have been put to great inconvenience in the perform- 
ance of my duties at this station. I am of opinion 
that I should be allowed to remain here, considering the 
enormous yagetien of camels which are being worked 
with sore backs, and therefore requiring the constant 
supervision of myself and officers of the department 
under me. 

“ By returning to Dal I am, without further instruc- 
tions, unable to see how I can carry out my duties as 
Head of the Department ; most of my officers, and nearly 
the whole of the camels, being at and south of Korti, 
and Dal being a great distance from the force, I should 
not be able to easily communicate with my officers and 
arrange the supply of medicines. I trust that these 





for several months past.— Annales de Méd. Vét. 





remarks will be received as indicating my desire to 
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ensure the working of the department, for the benefit of 
the Expeditionary Force. 

(Signed) W. Burt, Sg Vety. Surgeon, 

Nile Expeditionary Force.’, 


GENERAL REMARKS. 


In compliance with instructions received from General 
Officer Commanding Lines of Communication, I left 
Korti on the 17th February, proceeding to Dal, where I 
arrived on March 2nd. 

The great loss in camels in the desert was undoubtedly 
due to starvation and excessive work, and not to disease. 
After arriving at Matammeh, the camels were constantly 
employed in convoy duties to Gakdul Wells and back. 
So during the time they were away from Korti, they had 
little or no rest. The eee Force eventually returned 
to Korti in March, the rear-guard arriving about the 
13th of that month. 


Horses. 


There has only been a very small number of horses 
employed on the Lines of Communication for various 
duties—in all about 43. Of these two have been des- 
sors ne ad incurable injuries ; but no deaths have been 
reported. 

ith reference to the 19th Hussars, 1 beg to forward 
the accompanyiny letter and report, received from Colt 
Barrow, ¢.B.,C.M.G., Colonel Commanding. The repor, 
contains such valuable notes regarding feeding, watering 
and the work performed by the horses under his com- 
mand, that I consider the information given to be of 
the greatest importance to the Service, and of interest 
to the Department. 

The report shows that the hardships and privations en- 
dured by the horses of this regiment, have probably never 
before been paralled in annals of warfare; and the extra- 
ordinary results attained testify that, while the greatest 
care and attention possible were bestowed, that the 
horses must have been singularly adapted to undergo 
such trials. There can be no doubt but that the Syrian 
horse is well adapted for desert warfare. Also that the 
climate of the Soudan suits both horses and mules, and 
the dryness of the atmosphere seems almost to insure 
them against sickness. I have never before seen so 
little sickness amongst animals, generally, from climatic 
causes; and, putting aside the high temperature, I 
should say that the climate of the Soudan is very favour- 
able to animal life. 


Executive Officers of the Department. 


All duties and movements of the above should be 
directed by the Administrative Officer, and no changes 
should be allowed to take place without his being con- 
sulted. Where this system is not adhered to, the Ad- 
ministrative Officer is unable to fulfil the responsibilities 
of his position. During the present Expedition, it hap- 
pened that some officers were detailed for change of 
duties and stations, without any reference to the Ad- 
ministrative Officer, thus interfering with the proper 
working of the Department. In any future expedition, 
I val strongly urge that a larger number of officers 
should be allowed, in proportion to the number of ani- 
mals employed. 

Owing to the paucit 
the great distance the Force had had to move, and the 
latter being much divided, also the number of stations 
and depots formed, executive officers were far too few 
in number for the various duties which had to be per- 
formed. In my opinion, each Veterinary Officer should 
be accompanied by a serjeant-farrier, two shoeing 
smiths, and a soldier servant. 

Veterinary Officers experienced very great inconven- 
ience, owing to their isolated position: no provision 
was made, prior to their departure on service, for ser- 


of officers in the Expedition, 


seat of operations, and were often two or three days 
before they could procure servants, and this very much 
in the manner of a favour, instead of a right ; and also, 
at the same time, frequently found the men unaccus- 
tomed to, and unfit for, the duties. In conclusion, on 
this subject, I may be allowed to mention that there is 
no officer, owing to his various duties and his isolated 
position, who experiences greater discomforts. The in- 
conveniences mentioned, I am convinced, must prove 
very disheartening to young and inexperienced Officers 
of the Department. 


Administrative Officers of the Department. 


Where there is only one Administrative Officer with a 
force in the field that Officer should, in my opinion, be 
where the Mounted Corps and his Officers are, in order 
that he may be able to advise and direct them in their 
various and numerous duties. In my own case, when 
the force was marching from Wady Halfa to Korti, I 
was detailed to assist in the purchasing of camels at 
Luxor, and did not arrive at Korti until after the de- 
parture of the Desert and River Columns; and even 
then, as before stated, I was directed to return to a 
remote station on the Lines of Communication, as soon 
- I had completed my inspection of the animals at 

ortl. 

There is no doubt but that some system should be 
adopted to augment the strength of farriers and shoeing 
smiths in time of war. When I arrived at Cairo, at the 
beginning of the present campaign their was not a 
farrier or shoeing smith— ge those doing duty with 
their own regiments—available for duty with the Nile 
Force ; and it was with difficulty that untrained men 
from infantry regiments could be procured as dressers. 
The Camel Corps and Mounted Infantry had no estab- 
lishment of farriers or shoeing smiths. I need not point 
out the inconvenience and delay, caused at a busy time, 
by having to teach men their duties as dressers, etc., and 
the great difficulty experienced in getting the Sick Lines 
duties properly performed, before the men employed had 
acquired a fair knowledge of the work. Besides men 
from Infantry regiments, a good number were eventually 
obtained from the Commissariat and Transport Corps, 
for the purpose of being taught the duties of dressers. 
I am of opinion that, in order to meet the requirements 
of the Department on active service, it would be well to 
establish a small Veterinary Staff Corps, similar to the 
present Medical Staff Corps. 

I would add a concluding remark, relative to the 

eneral conduct of the Officers of the Department. 
aking into consideration the arduous duties they had 
to perform, under difficult and trying circumstances, in 
a very protracted campaign. I cannot speak too highly 
of the way in which they, one and all, have zealéusly 
striven to uphold the credit of the Army Veterinary 


Department. 

9 closing this report, I beg to state that I have been 
materially assisted in its compilation by First Class 
Veterinary Surgeon Phillips, Army Veterinary Depart- 
ment.—-I have, etc., 

Water Burt, 
Principal Veterinary Surgeon in Egypt. 








At a recent meeting of the Zoological Society Dr. 
Leiper had some interesting words to say on parasitism 
as it affects the animals in the Gardens, and he express- 
ed the belief that the change of food and environment 
caused a great diminution in the number of parasites. 
He also had to record a number of new and interesting 
forms of nematodes collected at the Gardens during 
1910, and, further, some new genera and species from 
tropical Africa. In this latter contribution he express- 
el the opinion that in the bursate nematodes the 
characters of the mouth capsule are of greater generic 





vants to accompany them. Thus they arrived at the 





importance than those of the genital bursa. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING. 


The 68th Aunual Meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C., on Wednesday, June 7th, 1911. 
Mr. W. Freeman Barrett, President, occupied the chair, 
and the following were among those present: Messrs. 
Banham, Garnett, Lawson, Roberts, Stockman, Villar, 
Wilson, Price, Henry Dyer, Wooldridge, Woodruff, 
Rowe, Roger Clarke, Hunting, Crabb, Hurndali, Willett, 
Huband, Almond, and F. J. Gooch ; Mr. G. Thatcher, 
Solicitor, and Mr. Fred Bullock, Secretary. 

The SecrETARY having read the notice convening the 
meeting, it was announced that apologies for absence 
had been received from Sir John M‘Fadyean and Messrs. 
W. J. Mulvey, R. C. Trigger, and S. Wharam. 

The Secretary read the minutes of the last annual 
meeting, which, on the motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded 
by Mr. Gooch, were confirmed. 





ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF CoUNCIL 


The Secretary read the Report of the Scrutineers 
certifying that the votes recorded for the candidates 
nominated for the election of eight Members of Council 
were as follows : 


Stockman 1009 Burt 573 
Mettam 980 Clarkson 453 
Barrett 932 Packman 441 
Lawson 924 Fletcher 346 
McCall 897 Watson 322 
Bradley 767 Grasby 246 
Dunstan 721 

Wharam 646 


There were 17 spoilt papers and 43 papers were re- 
ceived too late. 

The PrestpENnT declared the following eight gentle- 
men to be duly elected members of the Council: Messrs. 
Stockman, Mettam, Barrett, Lawson, McCall, Bradley, 
Dunstan, and Wharam. 

On the motion of Mr. Roberts, seconded by Mr. Price, 
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Scrutineers 
for counting the votes. 


ANNUAL REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. Law- 
son, the Annual Report and Financial Statement were 
received. 

The PrestpENT: I would like someone to move the 
adoption of the Report, and we can then discuss it. 

Mr. Prick: I move that the Annual Report be 


adopted. 

Mr. Witett : I second that. 

The PresipENT: Now it is open for discussion ; we 
will take it page by page. 

Mr. Huntinc : On page 5, is there anything you can 
tell the meeting about the Veterinary Surgeons’ Act 
Amendment Bill ? 

The PREstpENT: In wy to Mr. Hunting’s question, 
perhaps Mr. Thatcher will give us some information as 
to what has happened with regard to the Bill. 

Mr. TuHatcuer : With regard to the Bill, as you know, 
it was presented by Sir Frederick Low, and backed by 
Mr. Hayes Fisher and Capt. Jessel. It was presented 
and read a first time, and came on for second reading 
ten daysago. It was not reached in consequence of the 
whole of the time being taken up by the London Poor- 
Law Amendment Bill which was in front. It has been 
set down again for the 16th of this month, but I am 
bound to say this, that if there is any opposition the 








Bill I am told will not be taken, or at all events it has 
no chance whatever of passing, and in all probability it 
will have to go over till next session. I am very sorry 
to have to give such a discouraging report, but I simply 
have to tell you what the facts are so far as I know 
them. 

Mr. Huntinc: Pardon me, you say “If there is any 
opposition.” Do you think there is any likelihood of 
a being any opposition from inside the College? 
There might be some outside opposition. 

Mr. THATCHER : The opposition, if at all, will, I think, 
come from the outside. on told that there are two 
groups who may possibly oppose the Bill. The first have 
really nothing to do with the Royal College at all ; they 
are men who are consistently opposing every Bill that 1s 
introduced, as a matter of principle and as a protest 
against the Government for taking up private Members’ 
time as they have done. We may possibly be their 
victims. On the other hand, there are some gentlemen 
who represent, Iam told, some members, and I have 
an appointment with Sir John M‘Fadyean to interview 
the principal Member, and we hope to be able to give 
him such reasons as will induce him to withdraw his 
—., 

-rof. WooLpRIDGE : With regard to the first paragraph 
on page 5, “ The use of College Arms and Crest,” I sup- 
pose there is no further information obtainable about 
that? There is a case sub judice at the present time, 
is there not? 

The Presipent: In i to Prof. Wooldridge’s 
question. the matter came before the Council some 
short time ago. It was thought desirable, inasmuch 
as there were two cases, that Counsel’s opinion should 
be sought. That has been done, and the Council is 
advised that the members of the profession are not 
entitled to use the College Arms =F am the payment 
of an annual fee. 

Mr. Rowe: It seems rather late in the day for that 
to be decided. I have been a member of the profession 
for over 42 years, and my father before me, and the 
College Crest was used then without question. It seems 
rather late in the day to suddenly discover we are not 
entitled to use it. I do not want to err on the wrong 
side ; I do not want to destroy all my billheads unless 
the statement made in the report is correct. 

The PREstpENT : In answer to Mr. Rowe, I may say 
the profession has, no doubt, in a sense a grievance, be- 
cause, as Mr. Rowe has just remarked, for many years 
the members of the College have been accustomed to 
use the College crest without any payment. The 
Revenue Authorities formerly were content with the 
receipt of one guineaa year from this College, and noth- 
ing was said as to payment by the members. However, 
we have now got a new system of finance in vogue, and 
the present authorities are not content with that 
arrangement ; and I am afraid members desirous of 
nsing the College crest will have to pay the annual fee 
of one guinea. 

Prof. WooLtpripcE: I understand that the case is at 
present sub judice, but if there is a decision contrary to 
that, how will it affect us? Could the Solicitor tell us ? 

Mr. THatcHER: I presume you are alluding to Mr. 
Kirk’s case. In Mr. Kirk’s case there was a prosecution 
by the London County Council, which came on for hear- 
ing some time ago before Mr. Francis, and Mr. Francis 
reserved his decision. He gave a sort of idea at the 
time that he did not regard the use of the College Arms 
as being anything more than something in the nature of 
a trade-mark, if I may say so, and I understand now 
that Mr. Francis has declined to inflict a penalty. But 
of course that is a thing that the County Council will 
not for a moment sit down under ; there will no doubt 
be an appeal to the Divisional Court, and then we shall 
really know what the law on the subject is. I read a 
newspaper report of what occurred. 


Of course it would 
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be very invidious of me to criticise the way in which 
somebody else put the case before the Magistrate, but it 
seemed to me that the London County Council case 
might have been put a great deal stronger than it was. 
I may say with regard to this that I very fully consider- 
ed the whole question before I went to the President on 
the subject. The case in the first instance was brought 
before the Inland Revenue Authorities as far back as 
1892. They then said that, so long as the College Arms 
were used for business purposes only, they would, as a 
matter of indulgence, not make any call upon the mem- 
bers for payment. But you will remember that two 
years ago the power of collecting these fees and duties 
was transferred from the Inland Revenue to the various 
County Councils, and the County Councils thereupon 
took a different view. I was instructed to apply to the 
Inland Revenue and draw their attention to the fact 
that members for many years had been acting upon the 
indulgence or, at all events, upon the permission which 
had been granted, and I received a very courteous letter 
in reply saying that I must please consider that that 
was simply an indulgence and not a matter of right, and 
that they had no more to do with it, and were not re- 
sponsible, nor had they any control over what the London 
County Council did. That answers the question of why 
members have been allowed to exercise this privilege for 
so long. Iam bound to say this, that when I came to 
look into the matter myself, before challenging the 
opinion given, I arrived at a conclusion, and it seems to 
me that if we had taken a case to the Divisional Court 
we should probably have got our case dismissed, and 
have had to pay costs on both sides. I thereupon went 
to the President and told him what I thought, and I 
obtained his permission to lay the case before the 
—_ on the subject, Mr. Walter —_ and Mr. 

alter Ryde came to the conclusion that the authorities 
were right in their demand for the fee. 

Mr. Sutcuirre HuRNDALL : Sir, while we are on this 
subject, I might, by narrating my own experiences, be 
able to throw a little cuneuiniantel Mahe upon it. I also 
have been a victim. I have been using the armorial 
bearings, as many of my professional brethren have been 
doing, on their letter paper. had occasion to write 
to the Collector of Taxes in Earl’s Court Road concern- 
ing some dog licences, and I did it in the ordinary way 
on my ordinary business paper. The next morning this 
gentleman called upon ine to discuss the question of the 
dog licences, and alter we had settled that up, he said, 
“Oh, by-the-bye, I see you have got some armorial bear- 
ings on your letter paper.” I said “Yes.” He said, 
“ Excuse my asking, but where do you live?” I said I 
lived at Ealing. He said “Do you use those armorial 
bearings for your ordinary private correspondence?” I 
said, “ No, never ; I do not use them at Ealing ; I never 
use them for anything else but strictly professional 
work.” “Oh well,” he said, “That being the case I 
should not think that you are called upon to pay.” 
Much to my surprise I received about a week aftera 
formal notice from the County Council saying that I 
had been guilty of a breach, that I should be required to 
pay the licence, and show that I had paid it, and also a 
mitigated penalty of £1. I thought I would consult my 
solicitor on the matter, and I did so. I went last Satur- 
day and laid the matter fully before him. I also drew 
his attention to the case of Mr. Kirk which had been 
heard the day previous, before the Bow Street Magis- 
trate. He said to me, “I never saw a more disgraceful 
thing.” I am rather glad to have an opportunity of say- 
ing this before the President, Soneat  buliens he is a 
member of the County Council. He said, “I have had 
on a good many occasions my attention drawn to things 
of this sort, but never without the authority first havin 
communicated with the person who was the aggriev 
party.” He said, “You ought certainly, as a mere 
matter of courtesy, to have received a notice from the 


County Council that you had been doing asmatning 
which you ought not to have done, and giving you at al 
events the opportunity to pay the licence without en- 
forcing the mitigated Bad =o I said to him, “ What 
would you advise me to do, bearing in mind this 
case which had been brought before the Bow Street 
Magistrate?” He said, “ The decision of the magistrate 
can never be accepted asa precedent for other cases, and 
it may probably be that even if this magistrate of the 
Bow Street Court gives a verdict in favour of Mr. Kirk, 
another magistrate may decide the other way about. 
Do you feel disposed to fight it before another magis- 
trate? Ido not’suppose you want to make a big fight 
about the matter.” T caid “No; I really do not value 
the use of the armorial bearings so much that I should 
wish to pay a guinea every year for them.” Then he 
said, “I should advise you to pay that, and the mitiga- 
ted penalty, and have done with it.” That is my posi- 
tion. I have already taken out a licence, at am 
going to see this gentleman who acted in this, what I 
consider, most disgraceful manner. His name is Easton. 
I do not know whether you know him, Mr. President, 
and can make any use of what I have said. He is one 
of your servants, and 1 think he has been guilty of a 
most disgraceful and ungentlemanly act. He came to 
me and said, “ No, I do not think you will have to pay 
it,” and then he goes to the County Council and reports 
the case and gets me mulcted in this fine. 

The PRresipDENT: Will you allow me to supplement the 
remarks which have fallen from Mr. Thatcher by saying 
this. Several of my colleagues who are members of the 
Council will agree with me when I say that some time 
ago, in consequence of another prosecution of the same 
nature arising in the country, the matter was very care- 
fully considered by the Council ; and after much delib- 
eration we regretted—I think I may use that term with 
the full concurrence of my colleagues—that we were not 
in a position to take up these prosecutions on behalf of 
the members of the profession. I do not want to touch 
upon debateable points, but when questions of that kind 
arise we have to consider the financial position of the 
College. Iam quite sure I am justified in saying that 
every one of my colleagues who sat round the table on 
that occasion when the matter was decided felt we must, 
as it were, abandon the prosecution on behalf of the 
members, owing to the financial position in which we 
found ourselves. 1 think myself the circumstance is to 
be regretted. Although Mr. Ryde has given an opinion 
adverse to us, I think it would have been much more 
satisfactory to all of us if we ourselves could have taken 
the case into the Divisional Court on behalf of some 
member of the profession and so have established the 
law upon the subject (Hear, hear). With regard to Mr. 
Hurndall’s remarks, the only gentleman of the name of 
Easton that I know is a member of the County Council. 

Mr. HurNDALL: His name is Easton, and he is your 
ofticer at Earl’s Court Road. 

Mr. Barrett: I am a member of the London County 
Council, but I do not happen to be a member of that 
committee—there are so many committees. But I will 
do this. I will take care and see the responsible officer, 
and ask him if he cannot give the members some notifi- 
cation of their intention, and if possible permit them to 
go on as they are until the present stock of notepaper 
and envelopes is exhausted. Beyond that, of course, I 
cannot go. 

Mr. Goocn : Would not it be ible to have a whip 
round among ourselves and so fight it out ? 

The PresipENtT : If you ask me that question, my ex- 
perience is that whips round do not go very far. It is 
so difficult to induce members of the profession to sub- 
scribe to such objects, I am afraid that would be use- 
less. If you members in your wisdom will put the Col- 
lege in possession of larger funds, then we can conduct 








these prosecutions when and as they arise, and really 
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look after the interests of the members of the profession 

Mr. Goocn : I should like to make a remark with 
regard to the list of attendances on page 6. Several 
members of the Council have put in very bad attend- 
ances at the Council and Committee meetings. Some of 
them are elected now and will serve two more years 
without further election. Of course, the members can 
do what they like when it comes to their turn for election 

in, but we have to remember that for two years some 
of these gentlemen will sit on the Council. I think it is 
not fair to the members of the profession that a man 
should only attend two council meetings out of ten in 
one year, and that he should have the right to sit on the 
Council for another two years. Could not the Council 
make a bye-law providing that if a member of Council 
does not put in a certain percentage of attendances dur- 
ing the first year he shall be liable te be struck off the 
Council ? 

The PresIDENT: Or fine him. 

Mr. Goocu : Or fine him if you like. 
it is fair to the members. 

= Dyer : I see that Mr. Simpson has not attended 
at all. 

The PrestpEnT : Mr. Simpson has been very ill, as I 
thought everybody knew. 

Mr. Dyer: Was there any suggestion that he should 
resign before the election ? 

The PrestpenT: I think if you knew the condition 
of Mr. Simpson’s health you would not think that was 
at all necessary. 

Mr. Goocn : I was.not alluding to Mr. Simpson, of 
course, Mr. President. 

Mr. Hupanp: I should like to make a few remarks 
upon the paragraph on 9 dealing with the finances 
I notice it is stated in the middle of the paragraph that 
“ during the year every effort has been wade to reduce 
the administrative expenses.” This is very vague. Speak- 
ing quite as an outsider, and as one oe perhaps has 
not read the record of the Proceedings as one should 
have done, I should like to know what particular efforts 
have been made to reduce the administrative expenses, 
simply as a matter of information for myself. I feel in 
regard to the matter of finance that the members of 
Council themselves admit the College is in a very deplor- 
able condition. Weare all aware that they have applied 
to Parliament to go behind the existing condition of 
things, and to impose an additional burden upon an 
already overburdened profession. I wish to protest as a 
member of the profession against that proceeding, and 
to let it be known, as I think it is known already, that I 
am entirely opposed to this method of raising additional 
income. lar that in my opinion it is not a sound 
movement. I was very much surprised to hear from the 
Solicitor of the College that there was no opposition 
from within the profession to the Bill. It came rather 
as a piece of startling information to me, as my opinion 
is quite to the contrary—that there is a considerable 
amount of opposition. Although I believe all the pro- 
moters of the Billare actuated by the very best motives 
in the world, I personally consider that their ideas are 
wrong, and that there are other methods of raising 
revenue, or that some method might be found of reduc- 
ing expenditure which we have not yet realised (Hear, 
hear, and a voice: “ Will you propose it?”) I do not 
make any proposition. Iam much obliged to you for 
allowing me tosay a few words on the subject. 

The Presipent : It is your right. 

Mr. Husanp: I do not wish to move any resolution, 
but I should be glad if you would kindly tell me what 
efforts have been made to reduce expenses. 

Mr. Wituetr : I should like to ask a question arising 
out of the Income and Expenditure Account on page 10. 
A column of figures is shown on that page totalling 
£3248 311. You will notice that items 1 and 2 are 


I do not think 


embodied in item 3 and that items 9 and 10 are embodied 








in item 11, but if you eliminate those the total comes to 
£2,929 5s. 2d. I should like to know what has been 
omitted from the expenditure. There is a difference of 
£318 18s. 9d. 

The PresipENT: You will notice that on the lefthand 
side it says the figures are for 1909-10 and on the other 
side they are for 1910-11. 

Mr. Wuisee : [quite understand that, Mr. President, 
but we have a Report here, and the total does not agree 
with the figures. 

The PrestpENT: I understand that the figure of 
£3248 3s. 11d. is not the total sum of those figures. It is 
the total expended last year as against the £2992 17s. 10d. 
for this year. 

Mr. Wittett : Then it does not give us all the items 
of expenditure for that year. 

The PresipEnt : I understand from the Secretary it 
does not. That is given in last year’s Report. 

Mr. WILLETT : Quite so, but you will excuse me call- 
ing attention to the fact that the figures do not agree 
with the total. It agreesif you add the amount actually 
overspent and written off Consols of £318 18s. 9d. given 
on oe 9. 

he PRESIDENT: The Secretary will explain it ; I do 
not know personally what the position is. 

Mr. WittetT : I suppose it is here for us to peruse 
and call attention to. Of course, it is with reference to 
last year’s accounts ; I know that, but the total does not 
agree with the figures given above and therefore of course 
itis not a proper Report. 

The PrestpENt: I quite understand. I am not a 
financier, nor am I myself a member of the Finance 
Committee, but the Secretary will explain that point to 
you. It is quite customary, and I understand it is done 
in every body of this character. 

Mr. Wittetr There is another small item I should 
like to draw attention to; it is only a small query in 
regard to the salaries and wages. Arising out of that 
point I should like to call attention to the deplorable 
state of the Council Chamber to-day. It is one mass of 
cobwebs in one corner, and surely for our Annual General 
Meeting those might be wiped away. It would not be 
a matter of great expense to put that right. 

The Prestpent: The Secretary will explain your 
point, Mr. Willett, about the figures in the left-hand 
column. 

The Secretary: The Auditor’s Report does not con- 
tain the figures which are given on the left-hand side of 
the Report, that is to say, under the heading 1909-10. 
The Auditors’ report is concerned only with the figures 
for 1910-11. The figures in the left-hand column are 
placed there for the information of the members to show 
what amount was spent under the particular items last 
year. Itisnot intended that those items in that column 
should total up to the given total at the bottom. There 
may have been something expended last year which is not 
included in this Statement, and that would make a dif- 
ference. The total at the bottom, however, is the total of 
the money which we spent last, and that total is intended 
to compare with the present total for 1910-11. There is 
no point really in having that total. 

Mr. Wixuetr: Surely in the income it is correct. 

The Secretary : It happens to be so. 

Mr. Wittetr: Why not in the expenditure ? 

The Secretary : It just happens to be so. 

Mr. Wittetr: I do not think it is correct, and I 
think we should know. There should be an item given 
there toshow that £318. If not it should be added up 
to show £2,929 5s. 2d. instead of £3,248 3s. 11d. Itisa 
minor point, but still the Report may as well be 
correct. 

Mr. Hurnpai: What is the object of putting this 
total sum down here? It leads anybody at all events 
to understand that that is the result of the casting of 
that column. It is a new form of finance altogether to 
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me. I have had a little to do with finance, but I never 
saw anything of this sort before. The explanation given 
seems to me to be very feeble. 

The PresmpENtT: In regard to the balance sheet it 
does seem to me that it is somewhat confusing, but I 
can only say this, that I think it was two years ago it 
was found that the auditing of our accounts was not 
altogether satisfactory—I think Mr. Lawson was one of 
the chief agents on the Finance Committee in regard 
to that matter, and Messrs. Woodhouse and Wilkinson, 
Chartered Accountants, of 28 Queen Street, London, 
E.C., were engaged to do the auditing work for the 
College. I can only say this is a very excellent firm, 
that the accounts have been entirely under their control, 
and I think I am right in saying this is a balance sheet 
of which they approve, and which is partly the result 
of their suggestions. If any of you happen to have a 
copy of last year’s report, you will notice on the left 
hand side, “ Amount written off consols, £318 18s. 9d.” 
That does not appear this year, and hence probably has 
led to some confusion. I must say I ee with Mr. 
Willett that the balance sheet as drafted does not accur- 
ately appear to set out the position with regard to these 
matters. In reply to Mr. Huband’s question as to what 
we have done to reduce expenditure, I can only say 
this, that some time ago a special Finance Commit- 
tee was appointed which went through every item of 
expenditure in detail. Every item was fully discussed 
by those gentlemen, and very many recommendations 
were made. If you will look at the two sides of the 
balance sheet, you will see in many respects there is 
a saving. For instance, in 1909-10, the sundries, petty 
cash, etc., amounted to £96 15s. 1ld. ; and in 1910-11, 
the same item was only £88 9s. 7d. Then in 1909-10, 
the advertising was £13 6s.; and in 1910-11, it was 
£9 18s. The amount of £318 18s. 9d., which was 
written off consols, does not appear on the left hand side 
under the head of 1909-10, and that probably accounts 
for the difference. With regard to Mr. Huband’s re- 
marks, I was very pleased indeed to hear the 
observations which have fallen from Mr. Thatcher 
as regards there os no opposition within the 
profession to the Bill. I would most earnestly 
appeal to Mr. Huband to drop any little feeling he 
may have in regard to the Veterinary Surgeons Bill 
in order that we may put our shoulder to the wheel 
and work for the general good of the profession. 
There are one or two members here, old College chums 
of mine, men whom I have known for many years and 
whom I respect, and I know they have entertained cer- 
tain feelings with regard to the Bill. I know they have 
felt keenly ; I know they have been honest in their con- 
victions, and I am sure they are honest now, but after 
all we must be governed by the majority of the profes- 
sion ; and therefore I do appeal to those whom I know 
to withdraw any little feeling which they may have in 
regard to the measure, because it is quite clear from the 
observations of Mr. Thatcher that we shall not get the 
Bill through if there is ~~ opposition. If there is any 
opposition, in view of the lock of work in the House of 
Commons, and the mee which exists there, I feel it 
may be difficult to pass the Bill. I therefore do appeal 
most strongly to those who have felt keenly upon this 
subject to withdraw that little opposition and help us, 
in order that we may place the finance of the College 
upon a more satisfactory basis than that which it now 
occupies. 

Mr. Goocn : With = to the question that has 
been raised about the balance sheet, I think if the 
Secretary will take the trouble to put in the amounts on 
the left hand column the sums which have been expend- 
ed which have not been Foy woe during the current 
year, and put a ne/ on the right hand column against any 
such items, that will meet the difficulty ; that will make 





the total come right, and show exactly what was spent 
last year. 

The PrestpENT: The points which you, Mr. Willett, 
and Mr. Huband have raised shall be carefully con- 
sidered by the Finance Committee of the Council. 

Mr. Goocu: The balance sheet is perfectly right, 
only there was an item spent last year which has not 
been spent this year. If you put ne/ in the accounts for 
1910-11, and put the consols item on the 1910-11 side, 
the balance cast would be perfectly correct. 

The PresipENT: If there are no further observations 
to be made I will put the motion :—“ That the annual 
report and financial statement be adopted.” 

he resolution was then put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Garnett, seconded by Mr. 
Wilson, and supported by Mr. Huband, a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded to the President for his conduct 
in the Chair, which the President briefly acknowledged, 
and the meeting terminated. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Star and 
Garter Hotel, Wolverhampton, on Tuesday, May 9th, 
The President, Mr. H. L. Pemberton, occupying the 
chair There were also present: Messrs. W. Hunting, 
J.J. Burchnall, J. Malcolm, W. H. Brooke, W S. Car- 
less, R. Hughes, C. E. Dayus, J. A. Gold, A. Renfrew, 
J. W. Coe, F. J. Taylor, H. Collett, H. Yeomans, R. C. 
Trigger, W. Ison, E. O‘Neill J. Martin, B. Devine, 
Jas. Blakeway, junr., A. B. Forsyth, W. Beddard, O. 
Hills, L. W. Heelis, W.T. Brooks, D. Forwell, F. V. 
Steward, G. Wartnaby, and H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. 

The Visitors present were Mr. Stewart Stockman, 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the Board of Agriculture ; 
and Mr. Hethersall. 

The company were entertained to luncheon by the 
President before the meeting, and at the conclusion of 
this repast Mr. Trigger, in felicitous terms, pro the 
health of the host. Mr. Pemberton, he said, had long 
taken a deep interest in the affairs of the Association, 
and now that he had been ye President he might 
be might be trusted to do all in his power to promote 
its best interests. He wished Mr. Pemberton a successful 
year of office. 

The toast was very heartily received, and the Presi- 
dent, in acknowledgment, said it was a real pleasure to 
him to see so many old friends supporting him on this 
occasion. 

MEETING OF THE CoUNCIL. 


The general business was preceded by a meeting of 
the Council of the Association, there being present : 
Mr. Gold, in the chair; Messrs. Martin, Coe, Carless, 
Trigger, Malcolm, Brooke, Burchnall, and the Hon. 
Secretary. 

It was resolved to make the following recommendations 
to the general meeting : 

That the subject for discussion at a future meeting of 
the Association, to be held in Birmingham, be “The 
Influence of Heredity,” Mr. Malcolm undertaking to 
find an essayist, failing which he promises to read a 
paper on the subject himself. 

hat the consideration of the amended rules for the 
amalgamation of veterinary societies be referred to a 
special meeting to be held at Birmingham, on Thurs- 
day, May 25. 

That the question of accepting the invitation to send 
a delegate to the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute, to be held at Belfast in July, & left to the dis- 
cretion of the President, his expenses to be paid as usual, 
should he find it convenient to attend. 
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APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 


At the general meeting, the minutes of the previous 
meeting were confirmed, and the Hon. Sec. announced 
the receipt of apologies for absence from the followin 
gentlemen: Sir John M‘Fadyean, Prof. McCall, Prof. 
Macqueen, Dr. Manley, Messrs. Stephenson, McKenna, 
Phillips, Potter, Carter, Grasby, Tipper, Brain, Marriott, 
Franklin, Woodward, Mason, colin Fairer, Parsons, 
H. B. Hiles, T. Slipper, W. H. Brown, F. H. Gibbings, 
A. Over, R. Over, J.S. Carless, W. Prickett, W. Beddard, 
and others. 

The Hon. Sec. presented the report of the Council 
iven above, and on the motion of Mr. Renfrew, seconded 
y Mr. Saget, it was adopted without discussion, the 

recommendations contained therein being agreed to. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. H. L. Pemperton, Bridgnorth. 


In assuming the Presidential chair of this Association 
for the ensuing year, may I first of all express my sin- 
cere thanks for the great honour you have conferred 
upon me, and I assure you I fully realise the great re- 
Se which are attached to this important 
office. 

As most of you know, it is often very difficult for a 
or A eg practitioner to attend all the meetings, 
and this was one of the reasons why I had some diffi- 
dence in accepting the office as President. I need 
hardly say I have always taken the keenest interest in 
the work of this Association, and since my election as a 
member in 1889 I find I have attended more than half 
the meetings which have been held, which I venture to 
say is a very fair average for a single-handed practi- 
tioner residing in a part which makes it very often diffi- 
cult to get a good train service. 

Many eminent members of our profession have occu- 
pied the Presidential chair of this Association, and 
whilst I am fully conscious that I shall not be able to 
carry out the duties as well as many of them have done, 
I need hardly say that I shall do all I can to uphold the 
dignity of the office, and shall look forward to receive 
that kindly and generous support from the members 
that has always been given to the President, and I trust 
that every member will do his best to put in an atten- 
dance at the meetings during the coming year. 

This Association is one of the oldest as well as one 
of the most influential, and [ believe is often looked up 
to for a lead in anything appertaining to the welfare of 
the profession. Large as it 1s, I find that in the coun- 
ties from which the Association draws its members the 
Register R.C.V.S. shows that there are over three hun- 
dred members of our profession, many of whom are not 
yet deriving the benefits of the Association, and I 
ee ea them to join this or one of the kin- 
dred Societies at their earliest convenience. I am confi- 
dent they will never regret it. 

It is customary in an address of this description to 
briefly touch upon the topics which are at the time 
occupying the minds of the members of the profession. 
Chief amongst these at present ranks the gradual 
decrease of practice, especially in towns, due to the 
advent of the motor car, and one has only to visit any 
oue of our large towns to notice how fast the horse 
drawn vehicle is being superseded by mechanical 
traction. 

This is doubtless the reason that so few students are 
entering our — at the present time. I am one of 
those, however, who feel very optimistic as regards the 
future of the veterinary profession, and look forward to 
a great increase in Government and other appointinents 
at home and abroad, to recompense us for the work we 
are losing through the arrival of the motor. 


Whilst touching upon this subject I should just like 
to refer to the petrol tax. I cannot understand why 
veterinary surgeons should not be allowed the same 
rebate as that enjoyed by the medical profession, and I 
trust that our Council will keep pegging away until 
they have obtained for us this privilege, since many 
veterinary surgeons find the motor very uscful in their 

ractice. I have myself repeatedly spoken to our Mem- 

rof Parliament bor the division, and I think that if 
all the members of the profession would approach their 
Members of Parliament we might in time get some 
redress. 

The new operation for roaring has caused great 
excitement during the past 12 months, and I am quite 
sure the members of our profession, as well as the public, 
are anxiously waiting to see whether the good results 
obtained by the operation are likely to be permanent. 

The Veterinary Surgeons Act Amendment Bill is, I 

am glad to see, about to overcome most of its difficul- 
ties, and I am glad to notice in he Veterinary Record 
that the Amended Bill, as passed by the Council and 
approved by the Privy Council, has been laid before 
Parliament, and that the first reading was passed in 
February last. In view of the serious financial diffi- 
culties of the Royal Meo of Veterinary Surgeons I 
think the passing of the Bill is urgently required. : 
The proposed amalgamation of the veterinary socie- 
ties is a subject which has been brought before this 
Association on several occasions, and the amended rules 
have to be submitted to you this afternoon. The 
matter has been thoroughly discussed by this and other 
Societies, and from what I can gather, so long as the 
amalgamation does not interfere with the independence 
of the present Associations the profession are generally 
in favour of it. 
I will not detain you any longer, as I know you are 
all anxiously waiting to hear Mr. Stockman’s address on 
Anthrax. In conclusion, [ would urgently ask all of you 
to rally round me during my year of office, and to do 
all you can to put in an attendance at as many other 
meetings as possible. 


Mr. TRIGGER moved that the best thanks of the 
Association be extended to the President. He said he 
should be sorry to trespass upon political ground, but 
with regard to the Petrol Tax, Mr. —— George had 
had any amount of influence brought to bear upon him 
to receive a deputation from the profession, and he had 
absolutely declined to hear them. 

Mr. RENFREW seconded the vote of thanks, which was 
very cordially carried, and the President offered a few 
words by way of acknowledgment. 


EpiIzooTroLoGy oF ANTHRAX. 


Mr. Stewart STOCKMAN read a paper on Anthrax. 
The essays dealt particularly with diagnosis, vehicles of 
infection, and the use that could be made of preventive 
inoculation and serum-therapy. Under the heading of 
diagnosis the various methods of identifying the anth- 
rax bacillus by microscopical, cultural examination, and 
experimental inoculation, were dealt with, and a large 
nutmber of lantern slides, some of which were in coloured 
photography, were exhibited on the screen to illustrate 
the points raised in connection with staining and 
structure. 

It was shown by tables compiled from records of 
cases taken over periods of from five to ten years, 
that in the majority of outbreaks no previous history 
of anthrax on the premises could be obtained, and 
that, therefore, the infection must have been imported 
from without. 

The evidence incriminating as vehicles of infection, 
flies, feeding stuffs, and materials used in the arts, was 
also discussed 
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And lastly, the practical application of preventive 
inoculation and the use of serum as a temporary pre- 
ventive and curative measure was also dealt with. 

The paper will be published in 7’he Jowrnal of Com- 
parative Pathology and Therapeutics, and circulated 
amongst the members of the Association before the dis- 
cussion takes place at the next quarterly meeting. 

The PrEsIpENT said that time was much too short 
for them to discuss that most admirable peur at the 
length it deserved. He begged to move that the dis- 
cussion be adjourned till the next quarterly meeting, 
Mr. Stockman having already very kindly intimated to 
him his willin:ness to attend again for that purpose. 
In the meantime the paper would be printed in extenso, 
and circulated among the members. 

The motion was seconded by Mr. Trigger, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Matcoum said that before they separated they 
ought to express to Mr. Stockman their hearty appre- 
ciation of his kindness in coming down to give them 
such an able lecture upon such an important subject. 
Anthrax at the present day was entirely in the hands of 
the veterinary profession from a diagnostic point of 
view, and for that most satisfactory state of thin 
they were largely indebted to their friend, Mr. Stock- 
man. (Applause). Mr. Stockman, being a veterinary 
surgeon Simeelf, knew who were the best men to deal 
with such a serious matter, men who had been specially 
trained in the treatment of disease in animals have 
naturally a great advantage over others. 

Mr. Gop, in seconding, said that Mr. Stockman’s 
kindness in coming down on this occasion was only 
exceeded by his promise to re-visit them when the paper 
was discussed. 

The Hon. Src. said there was just one other vote of 
thanks which ought to be recorded, and that was due 
to Mr. Renfrew, who had very kindly provided the 
splendid pictures which had illustrated Mr. Stockman’s 
lecture. Mr. Renfrew had not only been at considerable 
trouble, but the production of those pictures in colour 
had cost him some money, and it was the wish of the 
Association that they should be allowed to defray the 
actual out of pocket expenses to which Mr. Renfrew 
had been put. 

This was seconded by Mr. Brooke and carried with 
acclamation. 

Mr. RENFREW, in reply, said the pleasure had been 
his, and he should take it asa compliment if the Associa- 
tion would say nothing about the cost of the pictures. 


Two INTERESTING PICTURES. 


Mr. ReENFREW then threw upon the screen two 
coloured photographs of specimens which had recently 
come under his notice. One was a case of Johne's 
disease, and the other bots ¢n situ, in the stomach of the 
horse. Great interest was shown in the specimens, the 
more so on account of this being the first experience of 
most persons present of the application of colour photo- 
graphy to the study of pathology. 

he members had tea together before separating. 
H. J. Dawes, F.R.C.v.s., Hon. Sec. 


SpecIAL MEETING. 


APPROVAL OF AMENDED RuLES FOR AMALGAMATION, 


A special meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Bir- 
mingham, on Thursday afternoon, under the chairman- 
ship of Mr. H. L. Pemberton, president. Prof. Bradley 
attended as a visitor, and there were also present Messrs. 
W. Hunting, secretary of the National Association ; 
John Malcolm, Thos. Chambers, W. H. Brooke, George 
Smith, W.S. Carless, F. J. Taylor, H. J. Dawes, hon. 
secretary. 

Apologies were received from Messrs. Coe, Forwell, 
Brain, Gooch, Hughes and others. 





Prof. BRADLEY, called upon by the Chairman as one 
who had taken a great interest in the amalgamation pro- 
posal, remarked that it was hardly necessary to point 
out the advantages which would attend the union of the 
different societies. They were all pretty well agreed that 
the benefits would be considerable, and a concrete 
instance was to be found in the case of the three Irish 
societies, which as a united body had obtained conces- 
sions that they would have experienced great difficulty 
in securing as individual organisations. Since the rules 
were first drawn up the.committee who had charge of 
the matter had endeavoured as far as possible to recon- 
cile interests of the most varied nature. They had to 
consider the interests of the various local societies 
throughout the country, and at the same time keep an 
eye on the position of the National Veterinary Associa- 
tion. They had much difficulty in fulfilling that duty, 
but by judicious thought and the expenditure of a con- 
jr ef amount of time they had produced a set of 
rules to which he believed very little exception could be 
taken. He would not go so far as to say that they were 
perfect, because nothing that was the result of human 
activity was perfect, but in his opinion they were very 
workable rules. (Hear, hear.) The main difficulty that 
presented itself to the committee was that of so adjust- 
ing the relationship between the local societies and the 
National Association as to leave the present bodies 
practically where they were so far as their independence 
was concerned, and yet allow them to work as a perfect 
unit. In drafting the rules they had been very careful 
that societies affiliated with the National Association 
should not in any way lose their independence. Thus 
they had inserted in the second rule the words “ while 
preserving their independence” in parenthesis. There 
was never any thought of interfering with local inde- 
pendence, but it was considered advisable that that 
should be shown in black and white, so as to allay any 
fears. While avoiding the making of heavy calls upon 
the local societies, it had to be assured that the income 
of the National Association should not unduly decrease, 
and by fixing the affiliation fee at an x ter sre a nominal 
amount the committee considered that they had sur- 
mounted the difficulty. They took a further step that 
was for the advantage of the local societies as oll as of 
the National. The proviso that a man might enter the 
National through a Coal society at a reduced fee was to 
his mind very solid ground for recommending the adop- 
tion of the rules, because it offered a strong inducement 
not to join the National Association directly, as could 
be done at present, but to do so throngh a local body. 
He did not know what would be the result so far as the 
Midland Association was concerned, but he thought 
that arrangement would bring about an increase in the 
local membership in some districts, and a corresponding 
ye oe in the societies’ financial position. 

n conclusion, Prof. Bradley impressed upon the 
members the importance of their coming to a more or 
less definite decision immediately, as the committee 
were anxious to present a definite report at the meeting 
¢ Be National Association to be held at Carnarvon in 

uly. 

Mr. Dawes reminded the members that when they 
previously discussed the rules there was a strong feeling 
that the independence of the local societies must be 
maintained in the event of amalgamation. That re- 
quirement had, he thought, now been met, and judging 
by the decisions of other societies to support the scheme 
the rule on that point was satisfactory to them. A deal 
of controversy also arose over the question of the amount 
of the affiliation fee. The sum originally fixed was 
regarded as too high, but now that it had been reduced 
to 1/- he did not see that there was any reason for 
grumbling. (Hear, hear.) Enlarging on the advantages 
of amalgamation, Mr. Dawes pointed out the results in 
the case of the doctors, and okie that the veterinary 
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profession had generally made the mistake of waiting 
until laws were before they raised their 
objections. 

The CHAIRMAN, in answer to Mr. Carless, stated that 
there was no intention to touch the credit balances of 
the local societies. His view of the question of amalga- 
mation was that so long as the societies retained their 
independence and their funds no objection could be 
offered. The Midland Association was one of the oldest, 
strongest, and best in the country, and if the National 
Association intended to take away its independence, or 
touch its funds, he should oppose amalgamation. 

Mr. HuntInc declared that the National Association 
was no less determined that neither its funds nor its 
independence should be interfered with by the district 
associations. Ever since the proposal was mooted he 
had looked upon amalgamation as desirable, and he 
thought the scheme would go through. It was a happy 
idea to suggest 1/- as the affiliation fee, as that forged 
the financial link that would connect all the local socie- 
ties with the National. Provision was made in the 
rules for the representation on the governing body of all 
the district organisations, so that there would be no loss 
at allto them. It was the National Association that 
stood to lose some of its character, but he believed it 
was going to be improved. He was strongly in favour 
of the aftiliation of the societies, and saw no objection 
to the method to be adopted for bringing it about. 

Mr. Dawes observed that the Midland Association 
was the first to suggest amalgamation, and it should do 
its best to promote the proposal. 

Mr. TaYLor enquired whether the National Associa- 
tion would be absorbed by the scheme. 

Mr. Huntrinc replied that he was not sure whether 
the word “absorption” expressed the effect. The 
National Association would remodelled. It would 
retain its name, and all the affiliated societies would be 
branches or divisions of it. In regard to its funds he 
was uncertain as to the result. It had £300 or £400 in 
hand, and he thought the affiliated societies would very 
probably require it to sell some of its stock in the first 
two years. It would suffer pecuniary loss in that way, 
but the formation of a strong union of all the societies 
would be cheap at the price of the sacrifice of it all. 

Mr. TaYLor also asked whether the officials of the 
National Association would be given the preference 
when the officials of the new organisation were chosen. 

Mr. Hunt1nc replied that he did not think that would 
be the case. 

Mr. Dawes pointed out that the Midland Association 
with one representative for every 25 members, or four 
in all, on the new Council, would be strongly 
represented on the governing body of the new organ- 
isation. 

In the course of subsequent discussion it was ex- 
lained that each Society would have to pay out of its 
unds the affiliation fee of 1/- per member, and that 

everyone joining would save 3/- by becoming a mem- 
ber of the National Association through a local Society. 

Mr. TaYLok said that judging by the amount of sup- 
port the National Association had received during the 
past year, difficulty would be experienced in obtaining 
meinbers of the parent body of the new organisation. 
It would be hard to make anyone understand what 
advantage he was to receive by being a member of the 
parent body at the cost of another 7/6. 

Mr. HuNTING mentioned that the expenses of the 
National Association would be increased by reason of 
the addition to the number of persons to whom copies 
of the reports of its proceedings would have to be for- 
warded. Instead of sending out 380 as at present the 
total would be quite 700, while the volume would in- 
crease in size. The O soeypren was very much wanting 
in esprit de corps. They grumbled if they were asked 


for 10/- or 10/6a year, whereas the working man willingly 
paid 6d. per week to his trade union. 

Mr. Dawes enumerated the different Societies that had 
approved of the scheme, and urged that the rules should 
be accepted as amended rather than that the proposal 
should be allowed to fall through. 

Mr. HuntT1nc said the rules as they now stood em- 
bodied half-a-dozen different compromises, various 
Societies having insisted upon particular points. For 
instance, the word “ medical” was introduced into the 
name of the Association, which thereby became the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, in deference 
to the wishes of the Irish representatives, who desired 
that practitioners in Ireland should be able to claim ex- 
emption from service on juries. 

Mr. Matcotm drew attention to the fact that the 
loss to the Midland Association would be only £5 per 
per annum, representing the deduction of the 1/- affilia- 
tion fee from the subscription of every member, and 
contended that that was nothing compared with the 
benefit to be gained from united action. 

Mr. HuntrNé pointed out that that it was intended 
that the new organisation, when it became sufficiently 
prosperous, should assist local Societivs in providing 
scientific demonstrations or lectures. 

Mr. Caruess said he had been a member of the 
National Association for a great many years, and had 
always felt that, with only one meeeting a year, it was 
not doing sufficient for those who belonged to it. He 
regarded the present proposal as a step in the right 
direction, and on the understanding that there could be 
further alterations if such were considered desirable, he 
moved: “ That.this meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association considers that the new 
rules submitted by the Committee of the National 
Veterinary Association are now satisfactory, and advises 
their acceptance.” 

Mr. CHAMBERS seconded, and the proposition was 
carried unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Dawes, Prof. Bradley and Mr. 
Hunting were thanked for their addresses. 

A strong desire was expressed that Prof. Bradley 
should lecture to the Association on the subject of 
“Heredity,” and he consented to do so at the meeting 
next February, if convenient. 








CENTRAL VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
(IRELAND). 


A meeting was held at the Gresham Hotel, Dublin, 
on the 18th April. Present: Messrs. J. F. Healy, pre- 
siding, E. C. Winter, Hon. Sec. A.J. Moffett, F.C. 
Mason, M. J. Cleary, J. McKenny, J. Watson, P. J. 
Howard, F. A. Heney. Visitors: Messrs. S. H. Wood 
London :and A. E. O‘Neill, Dublin. ? 

The President sent in his resignation as Honorary 
Treasurer, owing toa letter received from Mr. Hedley 
by the Honorary Secretary. It was proposed by Mr. 
Cleary, seconded by Mr. Mason, that the consideration 
of the matter be adjourned until the next meeting. 

The SEcRETARY read a letter from the Local Govern- 
ment Board :— 


“Local Government Board, Dublin. 
13th February, 1911. 
Fermoy Urban District. 

Sir,—I am directed by the Local Goverment Board 
for Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter on 
the 9th instant, relative to the appointment of Dr. 
O'Brien, Medical Officer of Health, ner. in connec- 
tion with the administration of “ The Dairies, Cowsheds 
and Milkshops (Ireland) Order” of 1908 in Fermoy 





Urban District, and, in reply, I am to state that you 


are under a misapprehension in supposing that the 
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Board have required, or have undertaken to require, 
the appointment of a Veterinary Inspector in every 
Sanitary District—as a matter of fact, the supervision 
of dairies, etc., has been entrusted to persons other than 
veterinary surgeons in about seventy or eighty districts 
in Ireland.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
J. EB Devin, Assistant Secretary. 
E. C. Winter, Esq , M.R.C.v.s.” 


The meeting directed the Secretary to reply to the 
letter stating that the Board had given a definite 
assurance to the deputation which waited on them on 
the 14th April, 1908, “‘ Thatas far as possible the Board 
would undertake to see that nobody but a qualified 
M.R.C.V.S., should hold such appointments, where a 
M.R.C.V.S. was available. 

A letter was read from the Royal Colleze of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons 7 advertising by a member, stating that 
they wanted further evidence, and that the matter is 
still on the books. 

The PRESIDENT mentioned the matter of a certain 
owner of stallions in the South of Ireland who adver- 
tised as a V.S., without being qualified, and stated he 
has reported the matter to the Counci]. It was ordered 
that further evidence be procured and forwarded. 


By Mr. F. A. HENEy. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I can assure you that 
it is with feelings of diffidence that I come before you 
this evening, emerging from the obscurity of ordinary 
membership, and co also assure you that, had I known 
before I dined with you at Ballinasloe last October that 
you had an unwritten bye-law which made it compul- 
sory upon the latest recruit to reader a paper, I very 
much fear that yourmembership would now be minus 
one. Our good friend, P. J. Howard, caught me in the 
hotel on that occasion, and in a most scientific manner, 
and in a remarkably short period of time, performed 
that well known operation termed phlebotomy with 
credit to himself and profit—as far as a guinea went— 
to the funds of your Association. After the day’s prac- 
tical a I had certainly formed the opinion that 
the Association was a live one, having amongst it 
members keen veterinarians, practical practitioners and 
right jolly good fellows. Having joined your Associa- 
tion, i may say that 1 look on it asa duty that every 
member should do something, let it be ever so little, to 
add pleasure and profit to the meetings of members, and 
then by assisting the officers in promoting enthusiasm : 
and in any case that member by so doing should learn 
something from the opinions expressed and experiences 
gained by his associates. My object, therefore, is to 
promote a discussion which will bring that pleasure and 
profit to us here present which we desire—then my task 
will have been an agreeable one. 

The cases which I desire to bring under your notice, 
are taken from my case book. 

DysTokIA IN A Bitcu. 


A well bred black pug bitch, two years old, which two 
pws previously had been successfully treated by me 
or fractured pelvis, was sent to me suffering from 
fatal dystokia, she was two days over her time, and the 
owner was most anxious to save the bitch, which besides 
being a small one was not by any means an ideal brood 
bitch, regarding which I had previously warned him. 

I found the trouble due to contracted pelvis and a 
large still-born feetus. Digital examination soon con- 
vinced me that the only course open was Cesarean 
section, seeing the bitch was becoming weaker. I at 
be proceeded with the operation under deep anzs- 

esis. 

I washed and shaved the abdomen, washed with 
ether, and placed the patient in the dorsal position : I 
made an incision about 14 inches behind the umbilicus 
parallel to to the linea alba, through the skin and mus- 





cular tissues, and very carefully pierced the peritoneum, 
holding all together by means of antiseptic silk suture, 
the ends being carried around the body, boric gauze 
being inserted over wound. Next I drew the body of 
the uterus towards the opening, surrounding it with the 
boric gauze, and avoiding injury to the foetal membranes, 
made an incision about one inch long in the middle 
line. One by one I removed the five pups. I would 
draw your attention to the fact that they came away 
alternately from each cornua (I have not seen this stated 
in any text book). Having wiped the lips of the wound, 
I replaced the uterus and carefully sutured the peri- 
toneum with fine sterilized silk interrupted sutures, 
closed the wound by a similar procedure through muscles 
and skin—less sutures beiny inserted in the latter. 
Placing a dressing of boric gauze over wound, and a 
wide binder around the body, secured fairly tightly, 
completed the operation. The subsequent treatment 
consisted in absolute rest, dressing the wvund daily, a 
little warm milk, Valentine’s meat juice, for first three 
days, and stronger food later. Recovery was uneventful 
and after four weeks I sent the little patient home well. 


LAMINITIS COMPLICATED WITH QUITTOR. 


An aged brown cob, not of much value save that it 
was a favourite pony, used by the wife of my client, who 
keeps ten or a dozen horses. She came in very sore on 
her feet, having been overworked. I removed the shoes, 
thinned the soles, and placed in poultice bags. Gave 
bran mashes and subsequently strong physic ; not see- 
ing much improvement, I administered Arecoline hydro- 
bromide grs. ii. per as vein, which had the effect of 
causing considerable excitement, the patient swaying 
from side to side and eventually falling down on the 
belly, there being also slight movement of the bowels, 
this seizure soon passed off, and each day after I gave 
gr. i. for eight days, when a slight improvement was 
noted, the feet being well eased and hoof likewise. I 
noticed that the coronet at inside of off four foot was 
inflamed, and the mare refused to rise. Placing the 
feet in hot antiseptic swabs seemed to give relief, but 
eventually it broke and considerable amount of purulent 
matter came away. This seemed to give great relief, 
and she was enabled to rise on her feet, when unfortu- 
nately the other fore foot showed similar signs, probably 
brought about by the extra use of that leg. Having 
obtained an opening into both I washed the cavity out 
twice daily, applying antiseptic baths and dressings, 
eventually inserting x Boon of hydra-perchlor deeply into 
the openings, which caused rapid improvement, so that 
in seven weeks I sent her to grass, where I kept her 
constantly standing in a running stream. She returned 
to work last October, and has worked ever since without 
a recurrence, and goes sound. 

Was this quittor? It was not a suppurating corn, as 
she had not a bruise of any kind. 


URETHRAL CaLcuLI witH Cystitis IN CoLLIE Dosa. 


An aged collie dog. Said to be listless and wanting 
in appetite ; nasty smell, and constant dribbling of 
urine for four or five weeks. 

On examination I immediately suspected urinary 
trouble. I found the bladder greatly distended, as large 
as an ave size cocoanut. In attempting to the 
catheter I found difficulty, but eventually withdrew a 

uantity of urine, when the urethra became blocked, and 
was able further to remove the contents. Having 
advised the owner to have the old dog destroyed, and as 
the case was a poor one I sent him to Prof. O’Connor. 
He operated by making an incision in the urethra about 
lin. Behind the os penis, and removed seven calculi. 
Collapse resulted, and on post-mortem the bladder mem- 
brane was found to be extensively inflamed, quite of a 
dark port wine colour, and the case hopeless in the 
extreme. The condition must have existed for a con- 
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siderable time, and, had it been treated earlier, the 
possibility is that the case would have been saved. 


FRACTURED JAW IN Fox TERRIER. 


A large fox-terrier doz was brought to me, having 
been run over by a motor car. The fair owner was 
tly perturbed and had been advised to have the dog 
estroyed. I found the jaw fractured at the canine 
alveolus on the right side; the tooth being loose I re- 
moved it, manipulating the fractured portion by means 
of the blade of the dental forceps. Y soon had the 
satisfaction of hearing a sharp snap as the two ends 
came into position. Subsequent treatment consisted in 
keeping the mouth closed for a fortnight by means of an 
improvised muzzle, and feeding on liquid by means of a 
tube. At end of third week he was able to eat soft 
food, and soon after returned to his owner none the 
worse of his injury. The remarkable point about the 
accident is, that nothwithstanding the Pret that the car 
went completely over him the dog had no injury or 
bruise save this fracture. 


Hepatic TUBERCULOSIS IN ScotcH TERRIER. 


Subject—An Aberdeen terrier dog about 24 years old, 
heonghe in with pendulous abdomen. Diagnosis being 
ascites. Paracentesis abdominis having been performed 
the dog became quite lively and ate heartily ; in abouta 
week I again removed a quantity of fluid and advised 
owner to allow an operation to ascertain the cause. As 
the case was an interesting one I sent it to the Royal 
Veterinary College, where an exploratory laparatomy 
was performed, oe the liver was found prs exten- 
a diseased, large caseous areas being very apparent, 
and further interference was unjustifiable. The wound 
was closed and the patient allowed to end his days in 
peace. 

The post-mortem examination reyealed extensive 


tuberculosis of the liver, evidently secondary to a large 
| tubercular mass attached to the large vessels close to, 
| and behind the liver. Microscopic examination revealed 
the bacillus tuberculosis in countless myriads. 

I was anxious to ascertain the origin of this case and 
made exhaustive enquiries from the owner, with the re- 
sult that I found that a tuberculous youth in the house 
was sometimes in the habit of yn oman say | in the 
garden or street, and the dog, his companion, had been 
detected occasionally licking up the spuium, no doubt 
by this means setting up the disease, and thus falling 
a prey to the dread ravages of this insidious malady. 

ao. Healy, Howard, Winter, and Mason took part 
in the discussion, which was very animated and instruc- 
tive. 

The matter of the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment 
Bill was then taken up, and it was proposed by Mr. 
Cleary, seconded by Mr. Mason :—“ That this meeting 
having carefully considered the Veterinary Surgeons 
Act (1881) Amendment Bill 1911 in its relation to the 
Association and veterinary profession in Ireland, are of 
opinion that it should be opposed.” 

The proposition was carried, Mr. McKenny dissenting, 
and the Secretary was directed to take the necessary 
steps to carry the proposition into effect. 

he matter of the coming Congress of Public Health 
in Dublin was then considered, and it was decided to 
support the Congress in every possible way as being of 
interest to the profession at large, and in inked in 
particular. 

The matter of the reconstruction of the National Asso- 
ciation was then put before the meeting, and it was de- 
cided that Messrs. Healy and Winter should attend the 
meeting at the Royal Veterinary College next day, and 
state that this Association was not in favour of the pro- 
posed reconstruction in its present form. 











DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 tro 1910, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 























































































































Anthrax. Foot- i ___Glanders er Sheep 
— (including Counties | Scab. Swine Fever. 
Outbreaks Animals “| __ Farcy) Affected 
Period. Con-| Re- | Con-| Re- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Animals | Out-]| Out- | Slaugh- 
firm’d|ported firm’d|ported breaks} mals. breaks| mals.| Attacked breaks breaks. | tered. * 
Gt. BRITAIN. | l | 
Week ended June3] 11 12 | 4 9 | 3 59 759 
commpnting (108 | B || Fle Se 
; | 
week in 1908 23 | oF | | | 17| 54 | 4] 103 | 324 
Zz London 8f #42 [ es 
Total for 22 weeks,1911} 421 513 1 18 92 249 300 1075 11556 
: 1910 704 857 157 | 423 312 569 5216 
wen 1909 630 838 262 | 1027 448] 738 | 6987 
1908 532 710 3 112 350 | 1179 625 899 4179 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, June 6, 1911. Parasitic Mange (outbreaks) 
IRELAND. Week ended June 3 | ... 1 3 12 
’ 1910 ... |... 1 1 2 4 142 
Corresponding Week in 1909 ... ane os 2 4 4 151 
1908 ... ° + 1 1 12 137 
Total for 22 weeks, 1911 5 6 1 2 38 239 49 828 
F arias 1910 4 7 1 2 34 328 44 1048 
Corresponding period in {1909 3 3 ‘ ses 45 27% 28 354 
1908 4 7 20 260 92 1771 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, ‘June 3, 1911 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 
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REVIEW. 


Tue Pusitic Heatta Service DirEcTORY AND YEAR 
Book, 1911. Compiled by the Eprror of “The 
Medical Officer,” Pp. 374. Price 7/6 nett. (London. 
Hodgett’s, Ltd., 36—38 Whitefriars Street, E.C.) 


In commencing a notice of the second issue of this 
much-needed Directory, we may say at once that, in 
every department, it shows considerable extension and 
improvement upon the initial publication of last year. 
When we add, that it still shows room for improvement, 
we only state what everyone having knowledge of the 
conditions of the public health service in this country, 
and appreciating the difficulties of preparing a guide to 
it, would expect. The veterinary portion of the work, 
which of course concerns us most, shows considerable 
advance as regards the number of holders of appoint- 
ments listed, but still presents grave faults. Weare in- 
formed that veterinary surgeons have hitherto been 
somewhat remiss in forwardiny their names for insertion. 
Knowing the frequency with which our members 
neglect communicating with their own Registrar, we 
can well believe this ; but it does not excuse some of the 
omissions we notice. For instance, while the two whole- 
time veterinary inspectors who act under the M.O.H. 
for the County of London are included in the Directory, 
yet the three other whole-time veterinary inspectors who 
administer the Diseases of Animals Acts in the 
Metropolis, with the Consulting Veterinary Surgeon to 
the L.C.C., are absent from it. A more serious and quite 
indefensible omission concerns the Board of Agriculture ; 
for neither the Board itself, nor any member of its 
established veterinary staff, are to be found in the lists. 
In other words, the central authority for the repression 
of animal disease is ignored in the present edition, as it 
was the first one. In fact, the only cognisance of the 
Board of Agriculture and its functions which is evident 
in the Directory isto be found in an article upon “The 
Powers and Functions of the Veterinary Officer of 
Health,” by Mr. Thomas Parker, F.R.c.v.s., which also 
appeared in last year’s issue. This contains quotations 
from the Diseases of Animals’ Act and various orders, 
which convey an idea of the Board’s supremacy in deal- 
ing with scheduled disease ; but it also contains not a 
few suggestions for amendations of the law, which are 

uite out of place in a directory, and a whole page is 
denaid to the functions which would pertain under a 
“ well organised” local authority, to the “ Veterinary 
Officer of Health ”—a title which, it should be remem- 
bered, simply does not exist at the present time. 
Frankly it must be said that the veterinary section 
of this Directory appears to have been drafted upon 
radically erroneous lines. Animal disease is legally 
controlled in this country by two very different 
instruments. One—the Board of Agriculture—though 
its scope is limited to comparatively few diseases, 
is well developed, well organised, and powerful. 
The other—the small body of municipal veterinary sur- 
geons which a few local authorities have appointed 
under far from uniform conditions—may almost be 
called in an embryonic stage at present. Undoubtedly 
the functions of the two overlap, and much readjustment 
will certainly be necessary before veterinary sanitary 
science gains a satisfactory footing in this country. The 
exact form, and even the general lines, of such readjust- 
ment, are still matters of controversy, and, as such, do 
not fall within the scope of a directory, the aim of 
which should be to accurately present its subject as itis 
—not as it may or should become. It is to be regretted 
that this publication, which in many respects bids fair 
to ultimately satisfactorily meet a serious need, should 
disregard the most potent present agent in the control 
of animal disease, and magnify another quite rudimen- 
tary one, in a manner which can scarcely be uninten- 
tional, W. RB. C, 


Armorial Bearings. 
Lonpon County Councit’s TAXATION METHODS. 


Dr. James Bremner, of Drury Lane, was summoned 
before Mr. Curtis Bennett at Bow Street Police “ourt, 
on Friday, June 2, for wearing armorial bearings withont 
alicence. Mr. D. Carter supported the proceedings for 
the London County Council; Mr. Harry Wilson ap- 
peared for the defendant. 

Mr. Charles Percy Hill, a collector in the Taxation 
Department of the Council, stated that he called upon 
the defendant on March 16 and saw that he was wearing 
a ring on which was inscribed a garter, enclosing a hand 
grasping what seemed to be the head of a spear on a 
wreath. There appeared to be a motto inside. He 
asked him if he Be 3 licence for the ring, and he replied 
that he had not, and was not aware that it was necessary 
for him to have one, the ring having been given to him 
as a present many years ago. 

In reply to Mr. Wilson, the witness explained that 
his object in seeing the defendant was to inquire about 
his carriage and dog licences, which, however, had been 
paid for early in January. He did not lose his temper, 
and, pointing to the ring, say he would have to pay for 
something. He did not remember having asked the 
defendant to take the ring off, but he did take it off and 
show it to him. 

Mr. Wilson: Why do you say that this is an armorial 
bearing? Is there anything by which you can connect 
it with the Bremner Clan ?—The witness suggested that 
the wreath and garter were sufficient to denote that the 
device was an armorial bearing. 

Mr. Wilson stated that about twenty years ago the 
ring was presented to the doctor by a grateful patient. 
Unfortunately the doctor had now destroyed it, but he 
assured him (Mr. Wilson) that it bore no heraldic design. 
This officer went to the defendant’s house to inquire 
about licences which had been paid some months pre- 
viously, and happened to see the ring on the doctor’s 
tinger. He thereupon decided to issue a summons. If 
County Council officers were to go to people’s houses 
and act in this way, there was no telling what might 
happen. To him it seemed a very un-Englishlike pro- 
ceeding. 

Mr. Curtis Bennett said he was not satisfied that 
the ring bore an armorial design, and dismissed the 
summons. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THEIR COLLEGE ARMS. 


Mr. William Kirk, veterinary surgeon, of Bailey Street, 
Tottenham Court Road, was summoned to appear before 
Mr. Curtis Bennett at Bow Street, upon the charge of 
using armorial bearings without a licence. 

Mr. D. Carter, who represented the London County 
Council, explained that the armorial bearing in question 
in this case appeared upon the letter paper used by Mr. 
Kirk, and it consisted of the arms of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, with his name and description 
surrounding them. A great deal of correspondence had 
passed on the subject, and it was claimed that all veter- 
Inary surgeons who were Members of the Royal College 
were entitled to use the arms of the College without 
paying duty. The law was that though one licence 
was sufficient to cover the crests used by the members 
of one family while they remained in the same estab- 
lishment, each of them had to take out a separate licence 
upon moving to another establishment. 

The Magistrate said he thought the two cases were 
somewhat different ; in this case it was an institutional 
device. 

Mr. Carter: But members of the institution would 
have no right to use their device, except upon the direct 
business of the institution. 

The Magistrate : Perhaps the device was used in order 





to show that the user is fully qualified, Was it used 
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for the purposes of an armorial bearing or was it used 
to show that the individual was a member of the 
College ? 

Mr. Carter : Even if he used it for the latter purpose 
he would not be entitled to do so without paying duty. 
It is evidently on all fours with a member ofa family 
going away. 

The Magistrate: I don’t think that. In this case the 
device was used for the benefit of the people employing 
the veterinary surgeon, in order that they might know 
that he was a fully-qualified person. A person used an 
armorial bearing to show that he is of a particular clan ; 
that is for his own benefit ; but in this instance it bene- 
fits the person employing the user. 

Mr. Carter submitted that it also benefited the user, 
inasmuch as it showed that he was a qualified man. 

The Magistrate: It is indirectly for his own benefit, 
but I think it is more for the benefit of the person who 
employs him. In days gone by an armorial bearing had 
much more effect than it has in the present day. The 
question is whether this is an armorial bearing in the 
sense in which armorial bearings are used by individuals. 

Mr. Holman, a collector in the Taxation Department 
of the London County Council, stated that the defend- 
ant called upon him some little time ago and witness, 
showing him a letter he had written about a motor-car, 
asked him if he held a licence for armorial bearings. He 
replied that he did not, and that he did not think it was 
necessary for him to do so. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Conway, the witness said that 
the Council had been collecting these duties for nearly 
three years. They were all collected now by local coun- 
cils, except in Scotland and Ireland. 

Mr. Conway: Then it is an advantage to be an Irish- 
man sometimes. (Laughter.) 

Further cross-examined, witness said that it was 
possible that these armorial bearings had been used for 
150 years. 

Mr. Conway : Do you know that the matter was dis- 
cussed some years ago between the Inland Revenue 
authorities and the Royal College of Veterinary. Sur- 
geons ?—I believe it was discussed between Mr. Kirk and 
the authorities. 

Do you know that there are 3,000 veterinary surgeons 
in England ?—I should not be surprised. 

Do you hope to do for the Inland Revenue what they 
have never attempted to do for themselves, and get eac 
of these 3,000 men to pay for armorial bearings !—Yes, I 


hope so. 

Dia you offer to commute the matter on the payment 
os 20s.—Yes. 

Do you know that one of the learned Magistrates de- 
clined to convict in consequence of a similar offer !—Not 
in my experience. 

The defendant wrote to your Department on his busi- 
ness notepaper with reference to his motor-car. He 
afterwards called voluntarily to see you on the matter, 
and then this question of the armorial bearings was 
raised 1—Yes. 

Do you know that the licence duty for the device has 
already been paid by the Veterinary College ’—Yes. 

Mr. Conway said that persecution and annoyance by 
minor officials would apparently be a fair description of 
modern administration before we were very much older. 
This matter was fully and carefully gone into by the 
Inland Revenue authorities years ago, and they decided 
that this was not an armorial bearing when used asa 
trade device by veterinary surgeons. Even the London 
County Council had taken three years to discover this 
iniquity that had been going on throughout the country 
for so long. 

The defendant said he was a member of the Bar, and 
had been a veterinary surgeons for 27 years. During 
the whole of that time he had used the device in ques- 
tion on his business notepaper regularly and continu- 


ously, but it did not a r on his private $notepaper. 
The device was u be him as an \odieation that he 
was duly qualified. At least 90 per cent. of the veteri- 
nary sur-eons in England did the same thing. 

The magistrate adjourned the summons to enable him 
to consider his decision.— Morning Post. 


Donations to R.C.V.S. 
The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons desires to acknowledge the receipt of further 
donations to the College funds, from Messrs. 


: Reid, Wellington, N.Z. £1 1°00 
J. Tainsh, Grimsby, Lincs. i te 
Amount previously acknowledged 87 3 0 
£89 5 0 


Testimonial to Principal Dewar. 


The Committee beg to acknowledge the recipt of the 
following donations from Messrs. 
G. Taylor, 1.c.v.p., South Punjab £1 1°00 
G. Sinclair, Newmachar 1 0 
G. Moir, Taiping, Perak, 


Fed. Malay States 2 

J.D. Pottie, Paisley , 40 
J. G. Cattell, 1c.v.p., Simla 110 
F. Chambers, Umtata, 8. Africa. 110 
Students and Staff, Royl. Dick Vet. Coll. 15 16 6 
Amount previously acknowledged 4318 6 
£67 2 O 


A solid silver tea and coffee service and solid silver 
tray were bought and presented to Prin. Dewar at the 
distribution of prizes. A pair of solid silver candle 
sticks were also bought and handed to Mrs. Dewar. 
Jas. ANDERSON, Hon. Sec. 


Personal, 
Extpuick.—On the 4th inst. at 13 Low Friar Street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, to Mr. and Mrs. Clement Elphick, 
a son. 








ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
Inp1a Orrice, June 2. 
The King has approved of the following promotions 
of officers of the Indian Army, Indian Medical Service, 
Indian Civil Veterinary Department, and Indian Sub- 


ordinate Medical Department :— 
* * + + 


InDIAN Civit VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 
Capt. to be Major: W. O. Dawson. Dated March 4. 








OBITUARY. 
EpWARD Prim, V.S., 16 East Stockwell St., Colchester. 


The deceased gentleman, who would have attained his 
83rd birthday on Saturday June 3, was one of the best 
known and most respected members of his profession in 
Essex. He practically “ died in harness,” for he was 
attendinga veterinary case at West Bergholt only on 
Wednesday. He was a man of wonderful vitality and 
strength of chasacter, and his wide experience made him 
a most interesting companion. He was ill in April last 
with heart trouble, but recovered, and resumed business. 
The end, however, came with tragic suddenness. About 
a quarter to two o’clock on Thursday morning, June 1, 
he was seized with pains in the body, followed by sick- 
ness. His daughter, Miss Mary Louise Prime, hastened 
to attend him, and he died in her arms. The cause of 





death has been certified as heart failure.— Hast Anglian 
Daily News. \ 
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